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the applause of the Nationalist Press of what seemed to

that patty to be the attitude of the Maharaja and of

Baroda.

Ill

During most of the time while these events were taking
place His Highness was in Europe. Mr. Seddon, though
he could not go so far as the Resident in condemning the
whole State, was prepared to take stronger action against
the higher officers than his Council would approve. The
impression which the Bombay Police formed of the work
of the State Police, the opinion of the Resident, and the
comparatively mild treatment of the offending officers
combined to produce the idea that Baroda did not deal
strongly with sedition. The Maharaja writes to Lord
Larnington with pained surprise :

cThe report in The Times that I have countenanced sedition
in my State is very serious, and should not pass unconttaclicted.
As you know, I have been abroad a great deal during the past
two years, leaving the Government in the hands of a Council
under the supervision of the Residency. If there has been any-
thing in the State to which bkmc can be attached it should
certainly have been brought to light; but I can scarcely be held
personally responsible in my absence. As a matter of fact only
one such case has been brought to my notice and in that case
I banished the offender at the earliest opportunity/x

The truth would seem to be, not that the State or any
of the officers had leanings towards sedition, still less any
sympathy with the campaign of violence, but that nobody
believed that such a thing could exist, unless sporadically,
in Baroda, The Maharaja and the Resident were not on
cordial terms. He would have strongly resented, if he
ever saw it, the note of a conversation between the
Resident and the Dewan, both Englishmen, and both
Indian Civilians, in which the Resident charged the State
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